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Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People — Third Report —  
The merits of appointing a commissioner for Aboriginal children and young people 

Resumed from 18 November 2021. 
Motion 

Hon NEIL THOMSON: I move — 
That the report be noted. 

This report is an important report and I recommend that my honourable colleagues read and consider it. I acknowledge 
my colleagues on the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People and the 
work of the staff and both the present and past commissioners, particularly the past commissioner who provided 
some input into this. 
There is a very strong reason—it is outlined on page 3 of the report—as to why there needs to be a distinct 
commissioner for Aboriginal children and young people. It is worthy of recapitulating and looking at the situation 
for young people in the Aboriginal community. As we know, the Aboriginal community is a diverse community and 
many Aboriginal people live in some of the remotest parts of our state. The consideration of a specific commissioner 
who has all the powers of an independent commissioner is vital to address some of the unique challenges that 
Aboriginal children and young people face in Western Australia. 
Compared with non-Aboriginal children, Aboriginal children and young people are 16.7 times more likely to be 
removed from their families by child protection services, 36 times more likely to be in detention, 17.8 times more 
likely to be subject to community–based supervision orders and they experience almost three times the incidence 
of developmental vulnerability upon entering primary. Aboriginal children and young people face a higher risk of 
mental health problems compared with their non-Aboriginal peers. Almost one in four Aboriginal children aged 
between four and 17 are at a higher risk of experiencing clinically significant emotional or behavioural difficulties. 
We must pause for thought. This is a very serious issue. I think every person in Western Australia would like to 
see a future in which this disparity does not exist in this state. Going forward, it is important that we have an 
independent commissioner who is able to focus their thoughts and efforts on addressing the issues that Aboriginal 
children face. We need to develop the recommendations and policies to provide that insight to government going 
forward. We know of the royal commission into the deaths of children that occurred in 2019. That was also a turning 
point in thinking about the challenges faced by the Aboriginal community, and particularly those in remote 
communities. We know that this continues. We know about the untimely and sad demise of children in some of 
these communities and some of the risks that they face. This applies to all children in remote areas. Motor vehicle 
accidents are a common cause of death and injury in our community, and this applies right across the board because 
of remoteness. They are some of the challenges that we face. 
Six recommendations are outlined in the report, and I think it is worth touching on them very quickly. The first 
relates to the title of the report and states — 

A separate statutory position dedicated to the advocacy of Aboriginal children and young people be 
created to work alongside the Commissioner for Children and Young People. 

The Commissioner for Children and Young People does an amazing job. A new commissioner was recently 
appointed—Jacqueline McGowan-Jones I believe is her name. We commend her appointment. I know that she is 
also an Aboriginal person. That is an incredible achievement that we commend. But having someone who could 
have a separate focus on specific issues is important. 
The second recommendation states — 

The establishment of an Aboriginal commissioner or similar statutory position should not affect the 
creation of a statutory position dedicated to Aboriginal children and young people. 

The third recommendation is that the act be amended. This is important, because by amending the act we will 
ensure that this will not just be an administrative thing but also provide the statutory cover and independence that 
is required, give the role powers equivalent to those of the Commissioner for Children and Young People, and ensure 
that this position can speak with clarity and authority for young people while obviously working very closely with 
the Aboriginal community going forward and building those relationships. 
The fourth recommendation states — 

The title of the Aboriginal children and young people’s advocacy role be decided in consultation with 
Aboriginal people. 

I expect that this position will have a very strong role and will work in consultation. 
The fifth recommendation is that — 
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The office of the Commissioner for Children and Young People be consulted to determine the resources 
required to support a new Aboriginal children and young people’s advocate position. 

It is vital that resources are placed at the disposal of this commissioner, who will face challenges given the remoteness 
of Aboriginal communities. They will need the ability to engage with communities so that they can find solutions 
that will make life better for Aboriginal children and young people in our community. 
The final recommendation is for a short-term or interim fund to provide for an interim commissioner or adviser. It 
recommends that — 

The Treasurer makes funds available in future State Budgets to provide for an interim commissioner or 
advisor for Aboriginal children and young people … 

There are some further points about staff et cetera. 
It is vital that we adopt this report. I commend it to the consideration of members. We have seen some challenges 
with the Department of Communities in recent times. I think it is vital that we have an independent body or 
commissioner to really put a laser-like focus on the issues and engage in a way that is culturally appropriate and 
will connect with the incredible Aboriginal leadership that has evolved over many decades across our state. This 
is a massive job. Children across our state face many different challenges, whether it be mental health concerns or 
issues of poverty or disadvantage. Children need to be able to succeed in our community. We see some incredible 
successes, but we want to bring everyone up to that incredible place. We want this voice. As outlined in 
recommendation 4, there is the idea of having an Aboriginal advocate’s role. We have seen some of the changes 
that have occurred across government. We want that voice, but we are yet to have it in place. We need to move 
forward and enable this. I certainly support the report and all its recommendations going forward. 
Hon DAN CADDY: It is great to be able to talk to the third report of the Joint Standing Committee on the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People on the merits of appointing a commissioner for Aboriginal children and 
young people. This may well be the most important report that this committee has published. Hon Neil Thomson went 
through some of the statistics, so I will not go through them again. What I will go through, and what I think is important, 
is the history and what has brought us to this position. I will start by jumping straight into recommendation 1. I will 
get to all six recommendations. I was going to read them in, but that has been done for me. I will go straight to 
recommendation 1, because this is really the crux of the report. The other recommendations are certainly important, 
but this is the crux of the report—that a separate statutory position dedicated to the advocacy of Aboriginal children 
and young people be created to work alongside the Commissioner for Children and Young People. I wholeheartedly 
endorse that recommendation, as I suggest would most, if not all, members of this house. 
Members of the committee and those of us who are students of history would know that this was first called for 
20 years ago. Twenty years ago, there were calls for exactly this. We need to look at ourselves and ask whether 
we have moved on. Are our Indigenous brothers and sisters in a substantially improved position compared with where 
they found themselves 20 years ago? I am sure that we would all like to think so, but there are clearly elements 
that have not moved on. Sadly, there are still elements in our society who are simply not interested in the ongoing 
improved welfare of our Indigenous population. I am trying to not get political here, but anyone who doubts 
this need only have listened to the appalling speech given by the Prime Minister a couple of months ago to realise 
that we as a nation and, by extrapolation, as a state have a long way to go when it comes to the way in which our 
Indigenous population as a whole—not just the young children—is treated.  
I said that I did not want to overly politicise this issue, but it would be remiss of me to stand here and talk about 
improvements in the way in which we as a government, as a legislature, interact with our Aboriginal community while 
we are in the shadow of one of the most disgraceful contributions by an Australian Prime Minister in living memory. 
Let me go back a bit further. On 13 February 2008, Kevin Rudd, by contrast, gave one of the most important speeches 
by a Prime Minister in this nation’s history. It took six years, but six years after the recommendations of the Gordon 
inquiry—which was the first time there had been a call for a commissioner specifically for Aboriginal children—
Kevin Rudd delivered the National Apology. Some 20 years after the recommendations of the Gordon inquiry and 
over a decade after that apology, Scott Morrison trashed the apology and revolted much of Australia through his 
careless and reckless use of language and his deliberate attempt to divide people on an issue on which so many 
others had spent years trying to unite people. This man once again showed a disgraceful lack of judgement. He is 
a disgrace and the sooner he is replaced, the better off this entire country will be. 
I return now to the report and the very serious issue that the committee was tasked to address—that is, the merits of 
appointing a commissioner specifically to look after Aboriginal children and young people. I start by acknowledging 
the members of the committee: Robyn Clarke, MLA, the hardworking member for Warren–Blackwood; my 
good friend Hon Neil Thomson, MLC; the fantastic new member for Albany, Rebecca Stephens, MLA; and my 
North Metropolitan colleague and good friend, Hon Ayor Makur Chuot. I also acknowledge the hardworking 
committee staff, as always. 
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When the third report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People was 
presented to the chamber on 18 November 2021, Hon Neil Thomson—justifying is probably not the right word—in 
highlighting the committee’s view that a commissioner for Aboriginal children and young people was needed, said — 

… it is not just the high proportion of children and young people that justifies the appointment of a dedicated 
advocate; it is also the fact that Aboriginal children and young people are among the most disadvantaged. 
It is well-known that they are over-represented in the youth justice and child protection systems, and data 
shows that they are still lagging behind on school attendance and completion rates and are at higher risk 
of mental health problems. 

Never in our time together in this chamber have I agreed more profusely with Hon Neil Thomson. As a society, 
we owe it to our First Nations people to ensure that we do everything in our power as a government to improve 
the issues that the honourable member outlined in his speech when he tabled this report. But it is also important 
we understand the history well. It is important we understand that this has been a long, long time coming and it is 
something on which we ought not hesitate to act. As I mentioned, the first calls for a commissioner for Aboriginal 
young people were heard so long ago that I was a young man. I was still in my 20s; I had hair and my now adult 
son was not even born. That puts those first calls a full generation ago. It is definitely time. 
The report before us today outlines the desire of the recently retired commissioner, Dr Colin Pettit—I have spoken 
about Dr Pettit many times—for the establishment of a commissioner for Aboriginal children and young people. 
He led the charge on this. In fact, it was one of the first issues he raised with the new committee after the election, 
as he had done with previous committees. It was not the first time he had raised this issue. He had a very strong 
view that this role ought also to be filled by someone with a cultural connection to Aboriginal youth. 
There are only six recommendations in this report. For the benefit of time, I will not read them all as I was going 
to—Hon Neil Thomson did that—but I will just pick up on the first recommendation. A separate statutory position 
dedicated to the advocacy of Aboriginal children and young people should be created to work alongside the 
existing Commissioner for Children and Young People. I am heartened that the new commissioner, whom many 
of us met for the first time only a few weeks ago, also has very strong family and cultural links to our Indigenous 
population. The first recommendation is the key recommendation, with the five subsequent recommendations 
really concerned about the process—the means or the facilitation of recommendation 1. As I said, I think we all 
agree with that. I do not need to convince anyone in this chamber that they need to support that recommendation. 
However, there are a couple of key quotes and passages in the report, including some statistics. One of them has 
already been highlighted by Hon Neil Thomson, but I would like to highlight it again. It is specifically that the 
incarceration rate of young Aboriginal people is 36 times what it is for non-Indigenous children. We absolutely 
need to address that as a matter of urgency. Decades on from the stolen generations, Aboriginal children are still 
up to 17 times more likely to be removed from their families. 
Hon KLARA ANDRIC: I would like to speak on the third report of the Joint Standing Committee on the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People titled The merits of appointing a commissioner for Aboriginal 
children and young people. As one would infer, the report concerns the merits of appointing a commissioner for 
Aboriginal children and young people.  
The government recognises that it needs to strengthen accountability for Aboriginal people’s outcomes, including 
Aboriginal children and young people. The report also discusses what other jurisdictions in Australia have done 
and makes recommendations for Western Australia. Hon Neil Thomson already listed the six recommendations 
in the third report, so I, too, will not go through all of them. However, I note that recommendation 1 is the key 
recommendation of the report. 
Given that members who have spoken on this report have already outlined a few of the recommendations, I thought 
I would look at the area in the report that discusses other jurisdictions, including Victoria, Queensland, South Australia 
and New South Wales. I note at page 10 of the report, paragraph 3.9.1 entitled “Victoria”, it states — 

Victoria was the first state to appoint a CACYP. The Commission for Children and Young People has 
both a Principal Commissioner and a Commissioner for Aboriginal Children and Young People. The 
first CACYP (Andrew Jackomos) was appointed in 2013, and the second (Justin Mohamed) in 2018. 
The Principal Commissioner and the CACYP said that Aboriginal children and young people required 
‘dedicated and specialist focus’ and the CACYP role had been essential to ensuring their needs were 
identified and addressed. 
Having an Aboriginal person in the role was considered crucial to maintaining strong relationships with 
Aboriginal communities and organisations and building credibility and acceptance of the Commission’s work. 

I would also like to mention that Queensland has increased advocacy for Aboriginal children and young people. 
I quote from the report on page 11 — 
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The Queensland Family and Child Commission is required by the Family and Child Commission Act 2014 
… to have two commissioners, with at least one of them being an Aboriginal person or a Torres Strait 
Islander. The Chief Executive and Principal Commissioner, Cheryl Vardon, was appointed in 2015. 
The current second commissioner, appointed in 2016, is Natalie Lewis, a Gamilaraay woman. She 
works alongside Ms Vardon with ‘a strong and renewed focus on the systemic and structural issues 
disproportionately affecting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children’. 

South Australia also established a Commissioner for Children and Young People, as discussed in the report at 
paragraph 3.9.3 entitled “South Australia”. It states — 

South Australia has a Commissioner for Children and Young People (Helen Connolly) and a separate 
and independent CACYP (April Lawrie). The CACYP was appointed in 2018 to work in partnership 
with the CCYP; however, legislation passed at the end of September means the CACYP will now operate 
as a separate entity with powers equivalent to those of the CCYP, including the ability to conduct systemic 
inquiries. In announcing the new legislative provisions, Education Minister John Gardner said it was 
a significant step forward which would give a voice to many Aboriginal children and young people in 
a formal way, ‘with the Commissioner acting as their megaphone’. 

I would also like to note from the report that New South Wales also recently created a new position for advocacy 
for Aboriginal children. At page 12 of the report, it states — 

As part of its response to the 2019 review into out-of-home care for Aboriginal children and young people, 
the NSW government established the position of Deputy Children’s Guardian for Aboriginal Children 
and Young People within the Office of the Children’s Guardian (OCG). This required changes to the 
Children’s Guardian Act. The legislative changes came into effect on 1 March 2020, and the first 
Deputy Children’s Guardian for Aboriginal Children and Young People, Richard Weston, took up the 
role in January 2021. 
Employing a Deputy Children’s Guardian was expected to provide another opportunity to drive better 
outcomes for Aboriginal children and communities. The role was designed to develop and deliver policy, 
programs and services which affect Aboriginal people and liaise directly with Aboriginal people and 
communities. As such, the Deputy Children’s Guardian needed to be someone with credibility and 
a leadership presence in the Aboriginal community. 

In Western Australia, the Attorney General has acknowledged that the government will continue to engage with 
key stakeholders about how best to ensure the advocacy of, and accountability for, Aboriginal children and young 
people. In November 2021, Ms Jacqueline McGowan-Jones was announced as the new Commissioner for Children 
and Young People in Western Australia. Ms McGowan-Jones is WA’s first Aboriginal person to be appointed to 
the role. It is anticipated that through this role, Ms McGowan-Jones will continue to strengthen the focus of her office 
on Aboriginal children and young people. I would like to once again congratulate her for her recent appointment 
and note that I had the pleasure of meeting her a few weeks ago here at Parliament House. 
In addition, Department of Communities—known colloquially as “Communities”—recently appointed Miss Amanda 
Poglits, a Yamatji Noongar woman, as the acting Advocate for Children in Care. The Advocate for Children in 
Care, within Communities, has the primary responsibility for promoting the charter of rights for children and 
young people in care, and ensuring that children in care have a voice in decisions that affect them and the services 
provided to them. 
I am sure that the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People will report back 
to Parliament on the relevant findings from Commissioner McGowan-Jones. I wish  once again to congratulate her 
on her appointment. I have mentioned plenty of times in this chamber the great work that the former Commissioner 
for Children and Young People, Commissioner Pettit, did, particularly in this area, as well as on the appointment 
of an Aboriginal Commissioner for Children and Young People. I look forward to the discussions that will take 
place in this chamber in further analysing the report. This report has produced quite important information that 
many members of this chamber look forward to discussing. I, too, look forward to these discussions in the future, 
because, as we know, this is a very important topic that affects some of the most vulnerable people in our community. 
Hon DAN CADDY: I will briefly finish the comments that I was making the last time I was speaking to this 
report. I will start by correcting something that I said last time. I made a terrible error in reference to my good 
friend Robyn Clarke, MLA. I referenced her as the member for Warren–Blackwood, and members would know 
that she is actually the member for Murray–Wellington, and it is my good friend Jane Kelsbie who is the member 
for Warren–Blackwood. 
I will go back to where I was with the report — 
Hon Stephen Dawson: Did you say Jane Kelsbie? 
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Hon DAN CADDY: Jane Kelsbie. 
Hon Stephen Dawson: Is Warren–Blackwood’s? 
Hon DAN CADDY: Yes. 
Hon Stephen Dawson: Okay; I wasn’t sure. Is it Jackie somebody? 
Hon DAN CADDY: No; it is Jane Kelsbie. 
Hon Stephen Dawson: Sorry! 
Hon DAN CADDY: Thanks for your keen interest, minister. 
Last time I was saying that I would not need to convince anyone in this chamber of the importance of supporting 
this report. I was looking at some of the statistics and talking about the much higher risk of our Indigenous young 
people suffering mental health issues. One of the statistics, and I am not sure whether I mentioned this last time, 
is that decades on, Indigenous children and young people are still up to 17 times more likely to be removed from 
their families by child protection services. That, to me, is a damning statistic. The other statistic that stuck with me 
was the nearly 60 per cent higher perinatal mortality rate in our Indigenous community.  
I move now to the report. By far, one of the most significant passages from the report is the 2019 quote from the 
commissioner that appears after the listing of all these statistics and pulls together and summarises all of this data 
into one succinct and compelling paragraph. It states — 

Despite significant investment and policy commitments, including the Council of Australian Governments’ 
(COAG) commitment to close the gap in Indigenous disadvantage in 2007, there has been little progress 
in improving wellbeing among Aboriginal children and young people. They continue to be overrepresented 
in vulnerability measures including poverty, out-of-home care, youth justice involvement, homelessness 
and mental health issues. 

Obviously, this quote is about something that is Australia-wide but it is also very pertinent to Western Australia. 
“Little progress” are the words used. In 2007, 15 years ago, it says quite clearly that what we are currently doing 
is not necessarily working and there is a significant amount of room for improvement. 
We need to do something that is different, or something in addition. This report is clearly a step in the right direction. 
The six recommendations that will lead to the appointment of a commissioner are clearly a step in the right direction. 
When I spoke last time on this report, I said that I believe that this is quite probably the most important report of 
this committee, certainly the most important report in my time of looking at reports issued by this committee. 
I look forward, as I am sure many of us in this chamber and indeed many people in Western Australia do, to the 
eventual appointment of a commissioner specifically to look at Indigenous youth and children. 
The DEPUTY CHAIR: Members, I remind you that the President suggested earlier that members seeking the call 
do so verbally. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: I rise to speak on the third report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner 
for Children and Young People. I agree with members that this is an important report. I find it interesting, including 
the member who had the opportunity to speak twice in the space of the last 40 minutes, that evidently, they have 
not bothered to read the response provided by the government. In the response the member made, not once but 
twice, he said, “It’s definitely time, it’s definitely time. I think we all agree. I don’t need to convince anyone in 
this chamber.” Earlier today, the honourable member’s Attorney General, through his representative in this place, 
tabled a response, and evidently he does not agree with the member. It might be a good idea for the honourable 
member to actually understand the position of his own government before he decides to make contributions on 
these reports. That said, of course, there is nothing wrong with a member taking a position contrary to their own 
government. There is nothing wrong with that at all; in fact, if that is a position that he holds dear to his heart, 
I certainly commend him for it, but I suspect in this instance that this has been a display of ignorance rather than 
a display of conscience. 

It may be worthwhile that members take the opportunity to consider that response. It is a mere one-page document 
and it is very interesting that the Attorney General of Western Australia took an extra month to table it. Members 
will probably be aware that this particular committee is run under the auspices of the standing orders of the 
Legislative Assembly and, as a result, the government must provide a response within three months of the committee’s 
report. The report was tabled on 18 November 2021. The government then had the long summer recess in which 
to prepare a response. The response was due on 18 February this year. My recollection is that that was just at the end 
of the first sitting week back, most probably, off the top of my head, a Friday, so there would have been an opportunity 
in the second sitting week to do that. Nothing happened. Here we are, virtually a month later and today the 
government has provided a response. If the response that had been provided by the government was comprehensive—
which in fairness to Hon Dan Caddy, he was trying to do that in going through the six recommendations—and if 
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the Attorney General had provided a comprehensive response to those six recommendations, we could understand 
why it would take an extra month. We could understand why it would take the Attorney General four months rather 
than three months to prepare a response. But instead, we got this. 

It will be very disturbing to the two government members who have spoken this afternoon to note that the best that 
the Attorney General has been able to provide is that the government is not in a position to respond to the 
recommendations. It is still undertaking some form of engagement. What is the Attorney General doing other than 
playing these silly games that we have learnt about over the last couple of weeks, by virtue of the cross-examination 
that took place in a court in another jurisdiction? Other than that, it does not appear that this type of consultation 
or engagement has been prioritised.  

I have advice for honourable members who clearly feel very strongly about this matter, and understandably so 
because of the history that they have relayed, which has gone across governments of different persuasions. 
I might add that it was a predecessor of mine, Hon Barbara Scott, who championed the Commissioner for 
Children and Young People. If my memory serves me right, the Liberal Party was in opposition and the honourable 
member championed this cause. Nevertheless, members from both major parties have consistently supported 
since that time, as honourable members have pointed out over two decades, the need for a Commissioner for 
Children and Young People. But the Attorney General is at the moment engaging, supposedly, in some form of 
consultation process, and until such time as that happens, the government is not in a position to respond. According 
to Hon Dan Caddy, “It’s definitely time. It’s definitely time.” I would encourage the honourable member to assist 
the Attorney General in this engagement and consultation process, because evidently, the Attorney General is 
having trouble. 

My advice to members when he inevitably says to you, “Don’t worry about it members, I’m now going to expedite 
this engagement and consultation”, is: do not believe him. This Attorney General cannot be believed when he tells 
people that he is going to expedite anything. The record in not only this Parliament but also the previous Parliament 
demonstrably makes the point that every time he says that he is going to prioritise something or expedite something, 
he does the opposite. Not at the end of last year but the year before that, following the tragic death of Annaliesse Ugle, 
the Attorney General indicated that he was going to prioritise reforms to our bail laws. Here we are, in March 2022, 
with no sign of them whatsoever. Who knows whether anything has gone before cabinet. Most probably, as we 
found out in recent times, a majority of cabinet will not even know what is going on until possibly an hour before 
a bill gets introduced into Parliament. Meanwhile, of course, members will be well aware, I hope by now, that this 
same Attorney General promised that he would expedite the law reform with regard to elder abuse. That has been 
five years outstanding.  

I say to honourable members who are passionate about the possibility of the appointment of a commissioner for 
Aboriginal children and young people that they should not believe the Attorney General of Western Australia when 
he says to them, in some cheap one-liner, that he is going to expedite or prioritise this issue. That will mean he will 
do the opposite. We need to understand and translate what is said by this Attorney General. If he says expedite and 
prioritise, that means he is going to go as slowly as possible—in a tortoise or snail-like fashion. That is how we 
should interpret it every time he says expedite or prioritise. 

I do not share members’ confidence that the government will do anything on this matter any time soon. That of 
course does not take away from the recommendations of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for 
Children and Young People. In fairness to the honourable members of the committee, they have outlined some of 
the history of this matter. They have identified that it has been a topic of discussion for not one decade but in fact 
now more than two decades. 
I want to draw to members’ attention one thing that the hardworking members of the committee forgot to mention 
in their report. That was the work that had been undertaken by the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner 
for Children and Young People in a previous Parliament. It was actually the thirty-eighth Parliament, because that 
iteration of the committee tabled its eleventh report in November 2012. Members will see that page 8 of that report 
mentions these types of reviews and the like. The members of the committee have overlooked what was said by 
that joint standing committee in the thirty-eighth Parliament. I would commend that particular report to the attention 
of members, and I intend on a future occasion to take members through what that committee had to say. Former 
member Hon Dr Liz Constable had plenty to say when the bill to establish the Commissioner for Children and Young 
People was making its way through the houses. She further drove this issue when she took on the chairmanship, 
or the chairpersonship, of this joint standing committee and recommended that it be specifically reviewed by the 
government of the day. It is no wonder that the standing committee in this Parliament has decided to continue to take 
up this matter. 
Hon PIERRE YANG: It gives me some pleasure to be given the opportunity to make a contribution on the third 
report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People, The merits of 
appointing a commissioner for Aboriginal children and young people. From the outset, I want to echo the sentiments 
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expressed by the speakers before me. Hon Nick Goiran in his contribution referenced the contribution from 
Hon Dan Caddy on the appointment of a commissioner for Aboriginal children and young people and alluded to 
or touched on the aspect that Dan Caddy might have contradicted the position of the government. I add that I have 
great respect for Hon Nick Goiran. He is a learned friend of mine in the legal profession and I have been following 
his career for many, many years, even before my election to this place five years ago. I add my congratulations to 
all the members who were elected last year and also to those who were elected five years ago. 
I disagree with Hon Nick Goiran’s assessment. I wish to draw the attention of the chamber to the letter that the 
Attorney General wrote to the Chair of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young 
People on this issue. The letter states in part — 

As noted in the Report, the Commitment to Youth Wellbeing (the Commitment) — first annual Progress 
Report released on 28 September 2021 contains the Government’s present position on the matter of 
a Commissioner for Aboriginal Children and Young People. That is, the Government will continue to 
engage with key stakeholders about whether to establish a distinct Commissioner for Aboriginal Children 
and Young People as part of the continuing response to the Commitment. 
The Government is not in a position to respond to the recommendations contained in Report No. 3 until this 
engagement has been completed. As such, pursuant to Standing Order 277(1) of the Legislative Assembly, 
and on behalf of my colleagues in Cabinet, I note Report No. 3. 

If I can put on my former lawyer’s hat for one second, clearly what the Attorney General has said is that the 
government is in the process of reviewing the situation. The government has not said no; it is not going to do it. 
Hon Dan Caddy has done nothing wrong in saying that it is about time the Labor Party did something about this 
issue. The great Australian Labor Party is a democratic party. Members and representatives of the Labor Party in 
Parliament can speak their mind. That was a demonstration of Hon Dan Caddy speaking on an issue that is very 
important. He spoke his mind. The government’s position has not been contradicted by Hon Dan Caddy. In fact, 
it is in line with what the government has said. The government has taken positive steps to review the situation 
and to engage with stakeholders so that it can proceed with a position that will be to the benefit of Aboriginal 
children and young people down the track after it has conducted the consultation process. Members, there was no 
contradiction. The government’s position is very clear. 
I wish to quote the final paragraph of the Attorney General’s letter. It states — 

The recommendations detailed in Report No. 3 outline provisions to drive greater advocacy for Aboriginal 
children and young people throughout Western Australia. This report, and the previous work of the Joint 
Standing Committee, will inform further engagement on this matter and add weight to the ongoing 
discussion across government. 

That is the sentiment of the government. That is the attitude of a government that is taking a prudent approach. 
The government is not saying that it will not look at this. It is actively taking steps in this direction. How about we 
look at what has happened in the past 20 years when the Liberal–National alliance has been in power. How many 
times was that? It was too many. That government wrecked the finances of the state, and the McGowan Labor 
government had to come in and repair the situation, which has now put us in a better position to deal with the COVID 
pandemic. That shows that this government is prudent in what we do. 
Committee interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 924.] 
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